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The real food crisis is still to come. Filipino farmers are ageing and there are no generations of 

young farmers. Today, we are the world’s biggest rice importer. Not known to many, we also 

import much of our corn, dairy, fruits, pork, beef, and other products that we consume daily.  

The Pinoy Agripreneurs Program was conceived to train a new generation of Filipino 

farmers who are steeped in the business of running farm enterprises. Today, the typical Filipino 

farmer is 57 years old with only five years of education. What these facts tell us is that we have 

lost more than a generation of farmers and those who have ventured into farming have very 

limited possibilities for improving their farm systems because of low educational attainment. 

As a result, Philippine agriculture as a whole is not competitive. Farmers earn little money 

because they are less productive. Thus, farming has lost its appeal among young people. They 

say there is no money in farming and it is not “cool” to be a farmer. 

The challenge therefore is how to attract young people to consider farming or better 

agriculture entrepreneurship as a career option? 

The Program 

The Pinoy Agripreneur Program hopes to show young people that farm 

entrepreneurship is a viable career. It consists of four components that are closely linked to 

each other:  1. Ladderized education and training program,  2. Farms-Schools Network, 3. Grow 

Local, Eat Local Movement, and 4) Community and Cooperative Marketing Enterprise. 

The ladderized educational program starts from a high school curriculum that is offered 

in Family Farm and Rural Development Schools. The next step in the ladder is a two and a half 

year post-secondary program leading to a Diploma.  The third step is for graduates of the 

diploma course may opt to finish their college degree with our partner universities and colleges. 

What is unique in these programs is the use of the dual training system that requires students 

to spend 70% of their time in hands-on actual work settings. 



The Farms-Schools Network partners are functioning farms that take in students for 

their on-the-job-training. Owners and operators of these partner farms serve as mentors to our 

students. These could be done as part of practicum or internship requirement of the various 

programs. A variant of the Farms-Schools Network are the Community Business Technology 

Centers.  The CBTCs also function as techno-demo farms and enterprises for local adaptation. 

The Grow Local, Eat Local Movement supports the program by way of providing a ready 

market for the produce of the students and graduates and the Farms-Schools Network. 

The Community and Cooperative Marketing Enterprise serves as the intelligent buyer 

and seller for various types of producers (micro-, small-enterprises, cooperatives, farmers 

associations, etc.) and their input requirements. 

Working in tandem, these four components shall provide the conditions for the growth 

and development of agriculture entrepreneurs in various parts of the country. The target 

markets for these interventions are out-of-school youth who have finished high school, 18 to 30 

years old. 

Project Proponents and Status 

The Pinoy Agripreneurs Program is a joint undertaking between the Department of 

Agriculture’s Agriculture Training Institute and the Foundations for People Development. 

The four components of the program have been pilot-tested over the past few years 

running as independent initiatives. 

The high school curriculum of the ladderized program has been implemented in the 

Philippines since 1988. Today, there are 12 such schools all over the country. It is patterned 

after the French model called the Family Rural Schools that started in 1937 and has now spread 

to about 2,000 schools all over the world. The post-secondary program was conceived in 2004 

as a project of the Management Association of the Philippines. MFI Foundation was the first 

adopter of the project and established its MFI Farm Business School in 2009. It offers a Diploma 

in Farm Business Management and a Diploma in Agriculture Entrepreneurship. This year the 

program was replicated in Palawan with the Western Philippines University as partner. It offers 

a Diploma in Eco Farm Tourism Entrepreneurship. 

The Farms-Schools Network was officially launched last August. Today we have 15 

partners in the Network. Students have been sent to some of the partners for their OJT. We 

also count six CBTCs established so far. 



The Grow Local, Eat Local Movement was also launched last August. We already have 

signed up partners for this movement. We hope to start soon specific activities along this line 

soon. 

The Community and Cooperative Enterprise has been in operation since 2006. We have 

helped market products from farmer associations, people’s organizations, NGOs, and micro 

entrepreneurs from various parts of the country. We hope to expand its operations by next 

year. 

Next Steps 

We hope to expand our network of partners for the four project components and in so 

doing benefit several hundred or thousands of out-of-school youth in the years to come. Please 

join us. Interested parties may get in touch with us through the Foundations for People 

Development, telephone 0928 504 8539 and look for Dr. Jose Rene C. Gayo. You may also 

contact via email at renegayo@gmail.com 

 This article reflects the personal opinion of the author and does not reflect the official stand of 

the Management Association of the Philippines. The author is Vice-Chair of the MAP Agribusiness and 

Countryside Development Committee, and Dean of the MFI Farm Business School. Feedback at 

map@globelines.com.ph. For previous articles, please visit www.map.org.ph 
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